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 A Note from Pastor Rich…. 
 
    How time flies much faster when one grows older—or is that just a myth?  I have been 
experiencing that even before I grew older!!  In scripture, we are told, “ …that with the Lord one 
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.  The Lord is not slow about 
his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all 
to come to repentance. (II Peter 3: 8-9)  Time, as many philosophers and scientists have 
indicated in their writings, has been considered a human created concept.  Yet, in society today 
as it has in eons before and will continue into time immemorial (small pun), time seems to 
govern humankind and not vice versa.  When we contemplate our liturgical year and all the 
dynamics that surround it, we are constantly bombarded with rapidly approaching deadlines, 
anticipated “ holy”  days, crunches of fiscal responsibilities, and gatherings that always seem to 
come together just at the last moment.  As hard as we try, the hourly limits that we put on 
ourselves or are put upon us are an ever-present challenge.   
     As we move through the Advent season toward the birth of the Christ, our concept and feeling 
of time certainly becomes compressed.  In the hustle and bustle of preparation, patience and 
sensitivity towards others can become stretched.  Focusing on our own needs takes priority (even 
when it is toward our family and friends that we direct our energies).  Channeling our energy for 
‘getting ready’  takes a decidedly narrow path often at the expense of social decorum and good 
judgment.  For example, recently I read a newspaper article showing the ‘stampede’  of shopper 
on Black Friday trampling fellow consumers on the way into a department store and ignoring 
them as they lay injured beneath rushing feet.  Patience in that context certainly didn’ t exist for 
hundreds, perhaps thousands across the nation.  While we may not put ourselves in that 
particular category, I think much can be learned if we juxtapose the fevered pitch of the 
‘harriedness’  of the Christmas season and all the material trappings upon the above verses from 
II Peter.  
     Advent and Christmas are such important events in the year of the church.  However, in the 
great scheme of things, we rarely spend a great deal of time contemplating the significance of 
the two.  For children and children at heart, the waiting for Christmas Eve is the most difficult, 
only because of the expectation of receiving gifts and/or participating in a great holiday meal.  
Nevertheless, in the mind of God, these four weeks are but a mere hundred-thousandth of a 
heartbeat.  Would we have the capacity to slow time down, wouldn’ t it be enlightening to take 
the opportunity to ponder at length the incredible gift to come and the meaning of this gift for 
ourselves and each other (as well as the implication for the world?  But, alas, how time seems to 
fly more quickly as we grow older.  We fill in the time that would be useful for our spiritual 
growth with ‘busyness,’  ‘hurriedness,’  ‘scattered ness,’  ‘self-directedness,’  and all other sorts of 
‘nesses.’  
     The hope of the season of Advent and Christmas lies in the realization that, despite our 
proclivity to get caught up in societal trappings of ‘ things,’  God still exercises great patience 
with us.  The gift, promised the Hebrew people millennia ago, is given to us yet again.  The 
treasure of salvation comes to a people waiting for what must have seemed interminable.  God 
knows we need to be reminded of this gift, of God’s patience and faithfulness, on a regular and 
timely basis.  May we re-evaluate our sensitivity and patience towards others during challenging 
times.  May the gift, given again, be a beacon that alerts us to the needs of others, not only 
during this season, but also throughout the year to come.  I wish all of you and yours a blessed 
Advent and Christmas Season! 
     
Love, peace and grace,  
 
 
Pastor Rich  
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Confirmation Participants to be Received 
December 11th 

Six individuals from the 2005 Confirmation 
Journey will be received into membership 
during worship on December 11th.  Those 
examined and approved by the Session are:  
Kevin Allott, Colin Borsh, Daniel Brouwer, 
Jessica Nuwer, Emily Theisen, and Megan 
Shewell.  The students, as a part of the journey, 
developed statements of faith that will be 
presented either during the worship service or 
following worship in the Community Center.  In 
addition, Colin Borsh will receive the Sacrament 
of Baptism during worship. 
 
Church Staff Addressing Conservation 
Concerns 
At their monthly meeting, the church staff talked 
about how they can play a part in conserving 
materials, heat, and electricity in order to assist 
in reducing the operating budget.  Ways 
discussed were:  attention to paper usage in the 
office, paper towel usage in the bathrooms & 
kitchen, turning lights out in rooms not used, 
keeping Center temperature at 65 degrees and 
the use of coffee mugs instead of paper cups 
during various functions.  Pastor Rich will be 
sending a letter to all groups utilizing the 
facilities to remind them of the need to conserve, 
clean up, and commit themselves to proper 
maintenance of the rooms they use. 
 

�   Deacon News  �  
 

Prayer Chain 
When the Apostle Paul wrote to the church at 
Colassae he mentioned immediately (1:3) that he 
and Timothy had been praying for the folk there.  
In chapter four of the same letter he requested 
that the congregation of that church pray in turn 
for him and Timothy. 
 
Prayer was an important part of their daily lives 
as they went about serving the Lord.  We too 
have opportunities (and responsibility) to pray 
for one another. 
 
The Deacons maintain a prayer chain, which is 
now being coordinated by Louise Straub.  If you 
have specific requests for prayers for yourself or 
others, please call Louise Straub at 265-4022, 
Pastor Rich or Tammy Liscum at 265-9434. 
 
Char lie Brown Chr istmas Tree 
There is a barren tree that 
will be in the Center 
during Advent. This tree 
anticipates a cold winter and 
would appreciate it if 
you would bring hats, 
mittens/gloves, scarves and 
socks so it can be warm?  
You can place them on its branches and it will 
share your gift to warm someone's toes, hands, 
head & neck with the love we have received as 
we prepare for the coming of the Christ 
Child.   The youth group will designate an 
organization(s) to receive your donations after 
Christmas.  
 

����  Worship &  Music ����  
 

“ What shall we sing for the Child in the stable? 
What shall we sing for the Infant so fair? 
Singing, we offer our humble devotion; 

Gently a song will make sweeter the air.”  
(Traditional Catalan Carol, text by Howard Helvey) 

 
Christmas is so full of contrasts.  It’ s a busy 
season, involving shopping lists, fighting crowds 
in the mall, meeting shipping deadlines, finding 
time to compose the annual Christmas letter, 
trying to bake some goodies…  It’ s also a season 
about a baby.  It’ s seeking the right gift for 
relatives and friends who already have such an 
abundance…  It’s about seeking a baby.  I’m 
still stewing about several gifts, but one gift, for 
the baby, is blessedly simple:  a beautiful song, 
offered with devotion.  The Westminster Choir 
will be offering many beautiful songs in 
December, including the test above (on 
Christmas Eve).  The Philhymnonic will be 
offering their gift of music on December 11, and 
the Handbells will ring their love on December 
18. 
 
Homecoming Choir    
It has become a tradition 
of this church to invite 
your singing relatives and 
congregation members 
who don’ t normally sing 
with the Westminster 
Choir, to join us on 
Christmas Eve.  We 
recommend attending the 
rehearsal on Wednesday, December  21st , from 
7-8:15 p.m. in classroom 4.  There will also be a 
rehearsal on Christmas Eve from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary. 
 
Chr istmas Eve Preludes   
Preludes for our 8 p.m. service will begin at 7:45 
p.m.  We hope you come early enough not to 
miss these special selections! 
 
Chr istmas Concer t at First Presbyter ian 
Many of you braved the ice storm last December 
to hear music of the season presented by the 
Potsdam Brass Quintet, and brass and organ.  
We are delighted that the Brass Quintet is 
coming to our Sanctuary again on Friday, 
December 9th at 7 p.m.  There will be many 
secular and sacred favorites for all ages, and 
donations will be accepted to benefit Jubilee 
Christmas.  A reception in the Center will follow 
the concert.  Bring lots of family and neighbors, 
and please pray for good weather! 
 
Silent Quilt Auction 
Looking for a special Christmas gift?  Drop by 
Creative Spirit to see a Hawaiian quilted 
hanging & pillow, donated by the North Country 
Quilter’s Quorum.  Silent auction bids taken 
until Dec. 16th, to benefit the Hosmer Organ 
restoration, and to help us meet the “Dick 
Church Challenge” , which would bring us to our 
goal of $100,000! 
 

 



 

 

�  

Membership &  
Congregational L ife 

 
Annual Chr istmas Family Dinner  
The annual Christmas Family Dinner will be 
held on Sunday, December 18th at 5 p.m., 
following the Children’s Program. 
 
Please bring a dish to share:  either a salad, or 
vegetable dish or macaroni & cheese.  We will 
furnish the meat dish (meatloaf), rolls, ice 
cream, cookies, and beverages.  Should you 
have questions, please contact the Membership 
Committee (Bonnie Bruno, Dawn Bartow, 
Barbara Baker). 
 

Mission 
 
Monthly Community Dinners 
We will now hold TWO 
Community Dinners each 
month in the Church 
Center.  The 2nd and 3rd 
Thursday of each month a 
dinner will be held from 5-
6:30 p.m. 
   
December ’s Community Dinners will be held 
on Thursday, December 8th and Thursday, 
December  15.  We hope to see you there.  Feel 
free to bring a friend or neighbor. 
 
Helping Hands Needs 
The Food Pantry at Helping 
Hands has some immediate 
needs:  pasta, spaghetti 
sauce, canned fruit, tuna, 
juice, jam or jelly, canned 
stews, canned meat, crackers and shampoo.  
Donations can be dropped in the Helping Hands 
Collection box in the hallway outside the church 
office.  Thank you for your support. 

 

Chr istian Education 
 

Presbyter ians Today Subscr iption 
In light of the current budget deficit, the 
Christian Ed. Committee is asking people to 
purchase their own Presbyterians Today 
subscription.  The yearly subscription will cost 
$11.25.  Please sign up on the bulletin board 
outside the church office no later than 
December 18th if you’ re interested in 
subscribing. 
 

Stewardship 
 
Attendance in Church 
The Stewardship Committee 
thanks everyone for their 
participation in Potsdam 
First’s Stewardship Program.  
One of the ways we can fulfill 
A Covenant for Personal Life is by making sure 
we don’ t miss coming to church every Sunday.  
Worship not only reminds us of God’s enduring 
presence and love, it also helps us commune 

with people we love and want to be with.  As 
stated on your Covenants paper, “Because God 
has given me life and called me to be a steward 
of life, I make a covenant to grow and change in 
my personal life by…..attending Sunday 
worship regularly.  For the month of November 
attendance was: 
Nov. 6 -127  Nov. 13 – 123 
Nov. 20 – 154 Nov. 27 – 103 
 

Ladies Guild 
 
Housekeeping Update 
Last month the Ladies Guild asked for your help 
in keeping our Center a welcoming area to be 
shared with the community.  You have probably 
noticed that there are multiple activities on 
weekdays, as well as larger events on the 
weekends.  The Guild has found that our light 
housekeeping activities are inadequate to meet 
the demands of increasing building usage.  We 
also felt that the congregation was not aware of 
the little details that are not “officially”  covered 
by a staff person.  We started a “helping hands” 
list, including: 
*   if food needs to be saved for another church 
event, please label it with the sharpie pen on the 
refrigerator. 
*   if there are coffee hour leftovers you don’ t 
want to take home, why not find someone who 
would be blessed with taking it home.  (BIG 
improvement in this area!!!) 
*   if your children enjoy playing in the nursery 
during coffee hour, they can help by putting 
away all small toys on the shelves or in the 
appropriate bins.  Headstart now brings a special 
needs student there every day – it also helps Ron 
keep the floor clean. (Sporatic improvement – 
children probably need more supervision in 
putting away small toys) 
 
We’d like to add one new suggestion for this 
month.  The sitting areas get a lot of usage, Ex., 
blood drives, parents waiting for Kumon 
students, coffee hour, Headstart students, etc. 
    *straightening up the cushions, throw pillows 
and magazine table will greatly improve the 
Center’s appearance and provide a comfortable 
place for visitors and church family members to 
fellowship. 
 
THANK YOU for your continuing help in 
leaving our church home better than you found 
it! 
 

Events/News 
 
Par ish Paper/Website 
Articles/photos about church/community events, 
special missions of our church, special thanks, or 
any other information about church members may 
be submitted for publication in the monthly 
Parish Paper by the last Sunday of each month to 
Tammy Liscum (e-mail:p1presch@twcny.rr.com) 
or dropped off at the church.  Thank you!  Also, if 
you have photos of church activities or other 
information you would like to see on our website, 
please submit those to the secretary. 
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Beaver Camp 
The annual Beaver Camp church retreat is 
scheduled for the weekend of January 13-15, 
2006.  We need to get a list of those who wish to 
attend so we can firm up plans with the folks at 
Beaver Camp BEFORE Christmas, if at all 
possible. 
 

There is a rate sheet and sign up sheet on the 
bulletin board outside the church office.  Please 
sign up as soon as possible if you would like to 
go.  Last year, we had 49 people go and had a 
wonderful, community-building weekend. 
 

For those of you who are not familiar with our 
annual retreat, Beaver Camp is a Christian 
Retreat Center in Lowville, NY.  We spend two 
nights and two days together enjoying many 
outdoor activities (X-C skiing, sliding, hiking, 
snowball fights!), curling up by a fire, playing 
games, sharing meals (provided by Beaver 
Camp), worshipping together, and getting to 
know our church family a little bit better.  
Beaver Camp is located deep in the woods, on a 
beautiful lake.  It is an incredibly serene setting 
and perfect for fun, reflection, and growth.  
Please join us!  If you have any questions, talk to 
or call Linda Caamaño at 265-1050.  
 
New “ Second Thursday”  Community 
Dinner  Sponsors: Sigma Phi Epsilon 
Fraternity 
The Clarkson University Chapter of Sigma Phi 
Epsilon Fraternity has recently offered to 
sponsor the monthly second Thursday 
Community Dinner, and the Session approved 
their hosting the dinners at Potsdam First 
Presbyterian.  You may have noticed their 
distinctive SF E  tee shirts the second Thursday 
of November. Look for them again on December 
15. 
 
SF E ’ s motto: This Fraternity WILL be 
different is more than a saying.  Part of a 
national fraternity that was the first (and only) 
fraternity to eliminate pledging, through the 
Balanced Man Program, they strive to grow in 
relationship to one another and with God, 
through a mentoring program that stresses 
personal development.  In part, the original 1902 
charter states: “This fraternity will be different; 
it will be based on the love of God and the 
principle of peace through brotherhood…its 
purpose shall be to intensify and perpetuate 
friendship…to encourage literature and 
education…and perform such deeds as shall 
conduce to the building of a noble and pure 
manhood.”  
 
Besides sponsoring the monthly dinners, SF E  
annually supports drives to clean two miles of 
route 11 between Potsdam and West Stockholm, 
provides support for victims of HIV/AIDS, 
recently assisted  Fist Presbyterian and MINC to 
build a “skirt”  for a home in Star Lake, and 
sponsors support for children to attend Camp 
TaKumpta. a camp for children of terminal 
cancer. 
 
When you see a SigEp brother, be sure to thank 
him for his service to the community, and 
encourage his attendance at one of our church 

services!  As a “ thank you,”  Ray Toland will be 
serving breakfast for the fraternity at our 
community center the Saturday before finals 
week (December 10) 10 am –noon. Anyone who 
would like to help, call Ray at 265-0650. 
 
Memorial Poinsettias 
There are order forms in the 
pew racks for ordering 
memorial poinsettias this 
holiday season.  They are 
$7.00 per plant and can be 
picked up after the Christmas Day service or 
delivered to one of our “ friends at home”.  
Please make checks payable to the First 
Presbyterian Church. 
 
Advent Candle L ighters 
Families/Groups are still needed for the lighting 
of the Advent Candles on December 11th and 
18th.  Anyone interested in participating in this 
special time please let Pastor Rich know.   
 
Tornado Devastation 
There was a devastating tornado in Indiana 
about 2 weeks ago that wiped out several major 
businesses and most of a large mobile home 
park. This tornado came in the "off season" and 
caught people off-guard while they were 
sleeping.  Bill Gillenwater, B&M Plactics 
factory owner there, has generously offered to 
match any donations people send.  Anyone 
interested in helping the victims of the tornado 
can send a check to Bill made payable to the 
Red Cross Tornado Fund.  The address is:  B & 
M Plastics, Inc., 2300 Lynch Road, Evansville, 
Indiana 47711-2951. 
 
Rosa Parks Movie Dec. 4th 
The movie group invites 
you to join us for a 
showing of, “Mighty 
Times, The Legacy of 
Rosa Parks” , on Sunday, 
December 4th. This 45-
minute documentary will 
be shown next Sunday 
about 15 minutes after worship. The time was 
chosen in order to make it easy for adults and 
kids to gather and enjoy this engaging, lively 
film. Coffee hour will be held as usual. Movie-
goers can bring their goodies into class room 2, 
where the movie will be shown.  
 
”Mighty Times”  chronicles the Montgomery, 
Alabama bus boycott, the event that marked the 
beginning of the civil rights movement in the 
US. The boycott started on December 1, 1955, 
when Rosa Parks, an ordinary, African 
American woman, did an extraordinary thing. 
She stood up to racism in her community.  Rosa 
Parks was sitting in the "proper" colored section 
of the bus, but when all the "white" seats were 
filled, everyone in the next row was supposed to 
get up and move so that there would be an 
additional row for whites.  Rosa Parks did not do 
this. 
 
When she refused to move, she was arrested. 
Her courage and determination inspired others to 
refuse to ride the buses until the unjust "whites 



first" law was changed. They were successful in 
banning segregation on buses there. 
 
The film describes well how it all happened, and 
how under the leadership of Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and others, the boycott  
was kept from exploding into violence, even 
after Dr. King’s house was bombed. Faith and 
the teachings of Jesus were important in this  
movement. This movie isn’ t just a history 
lesson; there are important and useful lessons to 
be learned for use in all times and places. 
  
Although “Mighty Times” tells a story that is 
fifty years old, it encourages the viewer to think 
about contemporary times and the work that still 
needs to be done. This movie challenges us as 
Christians to think about social justice and what 
we as individuals and as communities can do to 
work for positive change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December Birthdays!  
1 Dick Sitterley 
3 James Cruikshank 
 Barbara Manley 
4 Benjamin McKinley 
5 Kristen Glauser 
6 Kara McKinley 
 Betty Smith 
7 Charles Merriman 
 Richard Parsons 
8 Joyce Yianoukos 
9 Barbara Baker 
10 Matt Wheeler 
12 Mary Mina 
14 Joy Sharlow 
15 Kari Hoose 
 Rebecca Williamson 
18 Teny Czerepak 
 Philip Knodle 
19 Sharon Pickard 
 Michael Brown 
21 George Davis 
 Mark Hartman 
 Enos Miller 
22 Peter Farrell 
 William Hayman 
 John White, Sr. 
23 Robert Williamson 
24 Carol Ann Warner 
25 Mason Theisen 
29 Elizabeth Miller 
 Meg Trainor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Week of  
(Sun–Sat) 

Hospital 
Deacons 

 
Events of the Week 

Sunday 
Worship 

 

Dec. 4 
 

To 
 

Dec. 10 

Devon Shipp 
 

And 
 

Victor Caama� o 

Dec. 4 - Rosa Parks Movie,  
             ~11:15 a.m., Rm 2 
Dec. 4 – Youth Group, 3-5 p.m.,  
              Center 
Dec. 4 – College Student Dinner,   
               5 p.m., TBA 
Dec. 7 – Choir, 7 p.m., Rm 4 
Dec. 8 – Renovare, 4 p.m., Rm 2 
Dec. 8 – Community Dinner,  
               Center, 5-6:30 p.m. 
Dec. 9 – Brass Quintet/Organ   
              Benefit, 6 p.m., Sanctuary  
              w/ Reception to follow,  
              8 p.m., Center 
Dec. 10 – CORC Store Volunteer  
                 Day, 9-10:30 a.m. 

Dec. 4 
Reader: 
Greeters: 
 
Coffee Hosts: 

 
Petr Zuman 
Gary & Dawn Bartow & 
Alan & Roxanne Woy 
Peter & Dianne Brouwer/ 
Joe & Connie Zelinski 

Dec. 11 
 

To 
 

Dec. 17 

Ray Toland 
 

And 
 

Kate Cruikshank 

Dec. 11 – Youth Group, 3-5 p.m. 
Dec. 13 – Blood Drive, 12:30 – 
                5:30 p.m., Center 
Dec. 14 – Choir, 7 p.m., Rm 4 
Dec. 15 – Ladies Guild, 9 a.m.,  
                Conf. Rm. 
Dec. 15 – Renovare, 4 p.m., Rm 2 
Dec. 15 – Community Dinner,  
               Center, 5-6:30 p.m. 
 

Dec. 11 
Reader: 
Greeters: 
 
 
Coffee Hosts: 

 
Marilyn Johnson 
Gordon & Katharine 
Batson & Roy & Gail 
Schaberg 
Mark & Cynthia Coleman/  
Brian & Robin Wilkinson 

Dec. 18 
 

To 
 

Dec. 24 

Tom Longshore 
 

And 
 

Scott Theisen 

Dec. 18 – Youth Group, 3-5 p.m. 
@ Rev. Will’ s house 

Dec. 18 – Annual Christmas 
Family Dinner, 5 p.m., 
Center 

Dec. 20 – Session Meeting, 7 p.m., 
Conf. Rm. 

Dec. 21 – Choir, 7 p.m., Rm 4 
Dec. 22 – Renovare, 4 p.m., Rm 2 
Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve Service,  

8 p.m. 

Dec. 18  
Reader: 
Greeters: 
 
Coffee Hosts: 

 
Adrienne Hartman 
Joe & Cindy Randi &  
Phil & Wanda Paro 
Annual Christmas Program 
& Dinner 

Dec. 25 
 

To 
 

Dec. 31 

Nancy McKinley 
 

And 
 

Cindy Runge 

Dec. 25 – Christmas Day Service, 
10 a.m. 

Dec. 26 – Office Closed! 
Dec. 28 – Choir, 7 p.m., Rm 4 
Dec. 29 – Ladies Guild, 9 a.m., 

Conf. Rm. 
Dec. 29 – Renovare, 4 p.m., Rm 2 

Dec. 25 
Reader: 
Greeters: 
Coffee Hosts: 

 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
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